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SUBJECT: PASSPORT RESTRICTIONS FOR TRAVEL TO NORTH KOREA 

REF STATE 202288 R 252308Z AUG 75 

1. IT OBVIOUS FROM SENIOR LEVEL REACTION TO REBUFF AT LIMA 
THAT KOREAN SENSITIVITIES WILL NOW BE ATTUNED TO ANY 
DEVELOPMENT WHICH CONCEIVABLY MIGHT ADVERSELY AFFECT OUTCOME 
OF FORTHCOMING DEBATE ON KOREAN QUESTION IN UNGA. TO 
KOREANS, LOGIC OF ACTION FROM OTHER VIEWPOINTS LIKELY TO 

BE IGNORED. QUESTION OF EXTENSION OF PASSPORT RESTRICTIONS 
FALLS INTO THIS CATEGORY. 

2. WE RECOGNIZE THAT SOUTH VIETNAMESE, CAMBODIAN AND 
CUBAN DEVELOPMENTS HAVE INJECTED NEW FACTORS INTO SITUATION 
WHICH COMPLICATE EXTENSION OF PASSPORT RESTRICTIONS. 
NEVERTHELESS, WE ESTIMATE FROM VIEWPOINT OF SEOUL, 

FAILURE TO EXTEND PASSPORT RESTRICTIONS FOR NORTH 

KOREA WOULD BE PSYCHOLOGICALLY ANOTHER DAMAGING BLOW 
TO ALLY WHICH SEES ITS INTERNATIONAL POSITION AS BEING 
FAST ERODED AND THREATENED BY RECENT EVENTS. 

3. IF RESTRICTIONS CANNOT BE EXTENDED, DAMAGE WOULD 
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BE LESSENED IF RESTRICTIONS ON ALL COUNTRIES TO WHICH 
THEY NOW APPLY WERE TO BE LIFTEDSIMULTANEOUSLY, IF 
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DEVELOPMENT HANDLED IN LOWEST POSSIBLE KEY, AND IF 
IT MADE CLEAR THAT RESTRICTIONS ON KORTH KOREA 
BEING LIFTED WITH GREATEST RELUCTANCE. ALSO SUGGEST 
THAT IF RESTRICTIONS MUST BE LIFTED, PASSPORT ENDORSE- 
MENT BE REPLACED BY ONE WHICH WARNS PASSPORT HOLDER 
THAT USG IN NO POSITION TO OFFER AID OR PROTECTION TO 
US CITIZENS TRAVELING IN COUNTRIES WHICH PREVIOUSLY 
SPECIFIED BY RESTRICTIONS. 

4. FINALLY, EMBASSY URGES THAT ANY ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
CHANGE IN PRACTICE BE PRECEDED BY CAREFUL BRIEFING 
TO ROKG ON CIRCUMSTANCES AND RATIONALE. IT IS MOST 
IMPORTANT THAT ROKG NOT BE PRESENTED WITH FAIT ACCOMPLI 
ON ISSUE OF SUCH FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE TO IT. 

SNEIDER 
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